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TASMANIAN HEALTH SERVICES
TASMANIA, the heart-shaped island State two hundred miles below south-east
Australia, is the second oldest state in the Commonwealth. History is graven into
stone buildings that date back to the days of first settlement in 1803. The past
lives on in cobbled streets, in ruins, and in old white farmhouses and inns.
But though Tasmania wears an air of antiquity gracefully, her Government and
administration, particularly by her social services, are in line with modern practices.
The Public Health Administration took another step forward recently when it
launched a campaign to end tuberculosis within the State. The directors of the
campaign realise that this will take years to achieve, but with every scientific,
technical, and publicity aid they are confident of success.
The first task is to have an X-ray of every man, woman, and child in the State-
a total over a quarter of a million. Ten thousand people were X-rayed at Hobart,
the capital, in two weeks. There are stationary units there and at Burnie on the
north coast; and mass radiography will be done by mobile units through every
part of the State. The examinations are voluntary, and employers have co-operated
with the public health authorities by sending their staffs to the clinics in groups
of twelve every thirty minutes. Within ten days of the examination each person
is sent one of two notices. The first advises that the X-ray was satisfactory, and
asks that another be undertaken in twelve months. The second notice is sent to
those in whom any abnormality has been detected. It advises an appointment time
for a more detailed examination. If, after this, tuberculosis is detected, the
sufferer is sent immediately to a local clinic or doctor for advice and treatment.
Sanatoria are to be built round the State so that those who have to enter the
hospital will be able to go to one close to home. In every maternity hospital, every
mother is X-rayed on admission. If there are any signs of the disease, the child
is examined soon after birth, and close watch is kept on its growth.
It's an all-out war against disease. Tasmanians grow up in a bracing climate
that is unsurpassed in the world. Their island is rich in beauty and natural charm.
They intend that the people who have inherited one of the world's beauty spots
will also possess health, the most priceless gift.
REVIEWS
DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. By F. M. R. Walshe. Fourth
Edition. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1945.
At one time neurology was considered by many to be a dull subject which offered little
opportunity for successful treatment. Those who fought shy of the intricacies of diagnosis
comforted themselves with the reflection that it did not matter much what was the site and
character of the lesion as there was probably ne treatment anyway. The appearance of a fourth
edition (in five years) of Dr. Walshe's book on Nervous Diseases for Students and Practitioners
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